Dirty Moolah

A rare Kerry fundraiser from Iran
who advocates renewed U.S.
trade ties with the Tehran regime
could prove to be an embarrass-

ment for the Democrats.

BY KENNETH R. TIMMERMAN

5. SUSAN ARRARPOTR came to the TS from Lran in 1997 as a penniless political
refusgee, In just seven vears, she has started o newspaper, bwo consulting
companies, and a glitzy magazine called Sificoalnn that boaasted some of
Silicon Vallew's Lop executives a5 its patrons during il brief existence. Last
wear, she married Silicon Valley entrepreneur Fara) Aalaed, the CEQ of the
NASDAD-Tisted firm Centilliom Communicalions, More than ten years her
senior, Aaloei says he began dating Akbarpour in November 2004 and

___L_ bociume 3 linancial supporter of her various business anmd philanthropic

codeavors, The enterprising Akbarpour repaid the e, runming a cover
profile of his company in her magazine.

MNow Akbarpour and her husband have become important fundraisers
for presidential hopefol John Eerry, and are seeking o influence Kerry's
policy lowand their home country of Iran in wigys that, should he win, woukd
bonefit the regimes rulers and their goal of demoralizing the wealthy
Iranian-American community, traditional backers of pro-democratic oppo-
menls ol The rI:'H]I:H‘.

Earlier this year, Akbarpour and her bushbaod were esch credited by the

SEOO000 for its candidate, Only one other Irnnian-American hax o distin-

guished himsell on Kerry's behalf: New York investment banker Hazsan
Nemazes, 2 long-lime Triend of Aalsel. But 90 percent of The more than
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San Francisos

HAOOLO00 Semaee has raised for Kerey came from
tue Niancial community in New York, nol Trom il
lpw Iminian-Americans, Wi are notorviously relpe-
Land Ly dopate te US political campaigng This
nitkess Aalaci and Akbarpour’s fundraising perform
ance all The more impressive.

While Lhe: Z6-vear-old Akharpour has hecome o
player in Uhe Kerry camp, she is a highly eonlnower
sial figure within the Iranian-American Cxrmmunity
becmese of her outspoken support for e Islamic
rerimee i Tehran, Akbarpoors advecacy on behalf
ol Tehiran - odd exouph for someons claiming polit
ical asvlum from the regime—dances arvund the
frimes of LLE, sanctions law and export conlrol reg
arbirliesns,

b springt 20002, for instanee, Silicaslnen spon
sored an investment conference in Dobai Ut
Aklarpour marketed as a torum for conmecling von-
bure capilal imvestors foom America with Lranian
high-tech businesses, even though it is illewal for
Lo aabizems bo iovest in Iran. And ARbarpour sctiee-
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Jurex 20002 Senateer bohn Earry with Susen Akbarpour fand her brosher Dypros. Skbarpour)

Iy raises money fivr 3 hasl of charities in the United
States that 2end money, compuolers, pnd softarare b
Iram. at a time when the LS, government has
imposed & total ban on Lriwle with I that inclodes
strict controls on gifts of high-lechnolosy egquip-
ment. Acscording to eoorl papers, her hashand
allegedly has emploved |rinian software eopinesrs
in Canasda—which would be vel another volation of
U5 sanctions laws. Mre Aalaei dedined to respond
to repeated requests bo discuss these allegations,
which his Bwyers den

If Busan Akbarpour has vet to mon s2foul of 178,
authorities for these aclivilics, other troubles may
be in store. A feries of anonymons o-mails, now the
subject of a protracted legal dispute, accuse her of
lying about her past as an emploves of the Iranian
governrment. Tn & lawswil Nled in San Josc, Cali-
fornis, her hoabaed alledes Lhat the author of the e-
mails waz 3 former female emplovee of Centillium
Communications whoe was motivated by jealousy.
Akbarpour has also run afpul of pro-democracy sup-
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poriers within the Iranian-American comaiunity,
who find her rapid risc to prominence suspichous.
AMesimwhile, federal officials arc now (uestioning
whether she came to this couniry amd requested
oolilical asylum on false prefenses, I s, one offi-
cial said, Akbarpour’s permanent resident status—
which she saps she sequired jusl
last wear allber mam'ing Amlaei
could b revoked and she could be

AICs goal, Nemazee reminded the proup, was
to “attempt to cslablish the bagiz and the vehicle
for a dialogue which will ultimately lead to u
resumption ‘of relalions” between the United
States and Islamic regime in Tran, That poal has
angered pro-demoececy supgorters in the Iranian-

American enmmunity, who bo-

KEFI"E_.' has alreﬂ(h.r Tiove the LS. most izolate: the

Tehran regime, They argue. that

deporied. | Hnnnunccd thﬂ'[' lf , 20 years of aceommadation has
| | anly encousgged Tehran's leaders

PN, JOHN KERRY's Hics 1o pro- Ef{jﬂtﬂd }]{'_ ﬁ?ﬂlﬂd to confront the United States
regime Tranians tun decp. | | throwgh lerror—hoth directly,
Kaerry has already announced | q;:iﬁk to Q‘[}g’ﬂge tand - through - anti-1US. proxy

thut if elected he wounld seck to |
COE e LEwi= Mullahs in Tehran And
im s series of |:'|-1.1hT‘i.:: statements, he |
b boraghit onbo virtually thecotire
pru-regime agenda that supporters |
spuch as Swsan .Ju.]-:ha..']mur have |
.,'m:_'n_:-unl;.!;ﬂl T e adu]:-t. Those
masnres el ude El.'bdil'l,g the fin=
gerpanting of Tranjan visitors Lo
{ues Ulnibed States, expanding “fam-
ily rewnion® vizas to allow extended
f:l.rni]:-' members of [ranians l.i'-'i:‘l._l_:‘,
in The ULS o immigrate to this
counkry legally and in large pum-
bers, and offering a "dislopue™ with
the: hard-line cleries in Tehran, On ‘dgen ;‘ja‘
Augu=l 0, FKerry's running mate
Juhn Edwards told the Washington Post thal, if
elicled, a Kerry asdministration would seck to makse
a “wrand bargain™ that wonld allow [rae to keep
masl of s disputed nuclear program, which the
Slate Department belicves is intended to conceal a
crash effort to develop nuclear weapon= S0 the
shindoes e Tl

O Jume 1) 230412, Kerry appeared at the Rilz
Carlton Hotel in San Franciseo to deliver The
kevnole speech to a conference hosted by the
Apnerican-Tranian Couneil (AIC), an adwiocey
group that favors opening trade with Iran, Faraj
Aitliesi anad his frend, New York banker llsesan
MiEmanes, Were then on the AIC board and ]:I.l'.':lll-t‘lﬂ
sl wip the event. Nemazee, with his decp tivs bo the
[emocratic  Party (he - had been a Clinkon
appeinles, never confirmed, to become ambasa-
dhor ta Arvgenting), helped the group guin avecss Lo
Kerry and other top Democrats such as Joseph
ey ion the LLS Senate.
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' the Mullahs in
- Tehran. Andin

groups, Lo addition to the sub-
stantial (unding it receives from
major LS. oil eormpanies, AIC
U boasted Lhat backing for the June
2002 copference was provided by

aseries of public | the Open Society Institute of phi-
statements,he |
has bought onto
virtually the
entire pro-regime

Ianthropis] Geongs Soros.

Kerry's speech to the AIC
| begun as something of a howler.
{ “I'm married Lo a Republican, 1
| want viour Lo koo™ e said, "My
wifi, Teresa [eine, is a Repub-
Lean and she is proud of the fact
that shes a Bepublican, But ism't
it imberesling that these regis-
tered - Republicains think  like
Democrits™ Teresa Feing Kerry
did more than jost think like s Democrat. Her fam-
ily foandations had given morne than $4 million o
the Tides Foundation, o “charily™ Lhat in tern
finanees cverything  from - MoweOnorg . to
International Answor, the group Dhat led ant-Trag
war protests during the GOP comenlion in Xew
ok

More sipnificant, however, were Kerrv's at-
ternpts in hiz spocch to curny fivor wilh the pro-
Tehran crowd. Kerry called for efforls Lo “engage™
the Islamic Republic. help the Tehran regime to
join the Warld Trade Oreanization, and remove
viga restrictions on Irapisns that were impaoged
post-September 1L He came out againgt any forms
of terrorist profiling that would single out Middle
Fasterners.

Kerry repeated his inteation te “engage” the
Islamic Republic of Iran—rather than iselale the
leadership—in an address to the Couwncil on
Foreign Belations on December 3, 2003, “As presi-
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wtzinh,” he wid, “L will be prepared carly on o
explorye areas of muteal interest with Iran, justas T
was priparcd to normalize relations with Vietnam
A decwle age”

The fundraiser at which Kerry posed for pic-
vares wilh Akbarpour and Nemazero was officially
separle from the AN conference,

although many of the same people | Thc mn{j Ir'a |"'~f‘r at
' which Kerry

attended. It brought in an cstimat- |
el 326,600 for Kerrv's Scnate
wempuiidn aeconnt, according to |
FEC records, This incueded 2 ques-
Lionable £1000 from Akbarpour
herself, UL, cloction law roquires
thai anyone contributing to a

- posed for pictures
with Akbarpour
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1999 article thal Akbarpour came to the United
States nol o escapee the regime, but as an agent of
the [<lamic Nepublic. To buttoess those eladms,
Rarghi puldished 2 Persian-language ketter sent to
Akbarpour. by the Islamic Beopublic of Iran's
Ministry of Educalion, "appointing her the Islamic
Fovernment™s  Hzizon for the
adverlisement and sale of the
| Islamic governments literature in
the LS, ‘secording to court
parpers, Akbarpour’s lewver claim-
] Lhatl Lhe lotter was a fake, and
asseried  that  Akbarpour “had
been granted asylum and had
abdained g work permit, irondeally,

pulilical campaign be a citizen or | a_nd }«.TETI‘IHF.EE ' through the aid of an attorney
b permanent LS resident sta- | inbroduced to plainti® by Barghi ™
tus. Bul Akburpour acknowledged | 137qg ﬂfﬁcialh Bl in b declaration to the sourt,
im a meoent phone interview that | - Barghi said the lotter had been
she did oot got ber groen card untl | Eﬂpﬂﬁile f'n-],[-l-] ﬂ]‘.ﬂ forwarded “to' her office  fax
aller her marriage to Aalaei in | . : machine from a relative of Ak-
2003, some nine months after her | ATC Cﬂ[‘li.ﬂfﬁnﬂe, barpour iz Iran, apparently at

initial contribulion 1o Kecre

So e Akbsvrpour has manuyed
L wealher Lhe begal and public
rizlabipns slorm, and along with
her hushand, continoes to host |
lundraizing gatherings: at their
Silevn Valley home for the Kerry
campaign apd . for the Iranian
Amwerizn Politis] Action Com- |

although many of
- the same people
attended. It
broughtin an

i Akbarpour’s roquest Inthe dis-
claimer she eventually agreed to
publish, Barghi said she "regret-
bed” Cthat - Akbarpour Chad - nol
apreed with her decision to puol-
lish the: letter. She did not, hosrey-

| er retract its authenkictty.

A sccond letter from the
director of the Ehorazsan daily

millee (IAFAC) they established | pstimaled newspaper in Iran addresses
willy Nemazee, IAPAC elnims to be | Akbarpour as “the director of the
i non-purlisan group ﬂ.tl:tl' El.lppﬂ-:.'t f E;Eﬁ‘(m fur Satellite Scction™ of the newspa-
Democrats and Hepublican candi- | : per and shows that she was
|"|.u!.:-.~: mr.-}m endorse their Eand& Kﬂ-rnr"q Seniﬂﬂ' employed by the Martyrs Found-
ahich includes mest of the items | " ation of the Islamic Republic, a
:':;-rmmrl ]:_-.- refime sepporters in Cﬂﬂ}pﬂ;g_:'m Eduntf.:mmmm?: ap,f1;_c:p th_:m;
hiis conendry, s boen used to funnel financia

accoun L | support to foreign terrorist opera-

N RN AKEARMOUR B no strang-

btr iy conlroversy. Less than two years after

comimy e Amerden in 1997, she fled a labor
cimplaint against her employer, & California-hassd
Persian language newspaper known as Andishelt,
claiming $47.255 in back pay, overtine, expenses,
commissions, and bopuses, After failing to show up
for the California Labor Department hearing,
Akbarpowr {iled o chvil lawsait against Andishal
uwner Shayns Barphi, claiming that Barpghi had
defamed ber reputation by alleping in & Febroary

tions, according to court testinmao-
v and LLS, Tiow enforcement officials,

I sddition, Akbarpour’s request for political
asylum was put on bold due to unresclved issues
pending an FRI security review. In an interview,
Akbarpour soft-peddied her refugee status, T don't
even wanl {o bring it up” she said. “It's off the
tecord, | hidd some problems when I came here, But
the reazon that I came here is that T thought the
Uniled States is somewhere that T can tev all my
oplions at the time.. I came here to—to the land of
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wpportsiitcs. Its realiy the land of opportunitics.
L was!™ She said she come Lo the United Statez on a
tourist vizsa—s diffiewlt feat for any Tranian-in
19497—and changod her status several Bimes, At one
potnt, T had an H-1 viso Then | got married and got
my green card”

An immigration lawyer im Log

interpretation of the Iran-Libys

#

the Clinlon administration to regew fies wilh
Tehran, ranian foreign ministor Kamal Khirsea
was allowsd Lo make an unusoal trip to California,
home to estimaled 25 many as one million Lranian-
Americains 1L was the first such trip by a0 Lranin
governmenl minister since the Islamic revolution
¢ i 19T Bot not evervthing wenl as

At TICTA, somwe 200 protes|-

Angeles expressed doubl that As someone who | planned. Kharrazi arrived just as
Aklarpour could heve obtained an | . {1 Jews from Shiraz toecived sl
H -1 wiza, which is rescooed for for- {:}E_lnled -h_'i hﬂ"-"e jail zentences in Iran on trumpesd-
sign workers who are sponsored by | up charges of spyving on behall of
L5, eompanics who necd their hﬂ‘:‘ﬂ }]ﬂl‘ﬁﬂ'ﬂlltﬁd | lsrael. He was grocted by angry
specialized skills, “At the timie, the ! . protesters ab overy stage of his
INS was applying & very siricl h}' the I‘EQ;]_I‘IIE, i four-day trip.

Sanctions Act and was oot allowing
aty hiring of Iraninn malsonals |
And vou couldn’t convert Drom )
tourist visa to an H-1 visa, especial-
Ty if the tourist visa had alreacdy
expired.” the attorney said,

- Akbarpour could
easily have blend-
- ed into the anti-

ers—minly well-dressed, mididle-
aged] men and women, acconding
o ome reporter—arcotod Khirmea
with pictures of relatives who bl
b executed or jailed by the
Iramian regine “All Twant to Kooy

- rﬂgl nmdc pmtﬁ'ﬁ’t‘ i= why they executed my husbam]
BOALNE TUE TXITED STATEL . [ 1Z years ago,” said onc woman,
Bhas no embassy in Tehran,  CIS, Or E}IE _]U.::t't | tears streaming down her face, The
Tranians sceking Lo vigil { James West Alumni Center, where
the United States must tomeed 1o COU I hEﬁ.’E St&l}"ﬁ‘d Kharrazi was to address 2 hundeed
Turkey or the United Arab or &0 carefully-sereencd gucsls,
Emirates to apply for & tourist or hﬂm{:'. 5 INany was rimged on four sides by barri-
student visa, then wail several . - amwles and police,
months while a background check | TCCCTIT AITIVAULS A< someone who claimed 1o
iz performed in order Lo screen i have heen persecuted by the
out regime operatives scoking Lo hﬂ‘.": dﬂll‘:‘ ‘Whl.'_l regime, Akharpour could casily
enter the United States wnder | i have Bended into the anti-regimoe
cover. Susan Akbarpour has put want to pllt | prolesters. Or she just could have
loosening visa requicemends (or | . - [ =layved  home, as many recenl
Tranians on the top of her political | Iranian T}l’_}llh[‘.ﬂ | arrivals have done who want to pul
agenda, along with lifting LS | . | lranian politics behind - them.
zanctions on Iran and gotling the : h’ﬂh"ﬂld tl]ﬂ']n. | Imsbewd,  Akbarpour pot hersell

115. government to open a dia-
lope with the regime in Tehran Those are three
top prioritics of the Tehran regfime a5 well

Akbarpour’s duim fo politics] refuges status in
the United Stutes simply doesn’l comnport with her
setions sinec coming to this country, TIS govern-
ment officials and lrenian exiles said. This could
explain why the biography posdesd on her Sliconfran
wehsite doosnt moention Lhe reluges stor. Jost
three vears after she arpved in the United Statesas a
self-avowed opponent of the regime, Akbarpour
becare its prominent publicsupporier,

I September 2000, ax parl of a filed effort by
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included among a select list of
insiders amd nsime-sapporters who braved the
doemonstralors (o schmooze with Eharrazi behimd
closed doors, Swey Yashar was one of the protesters
and remembers Uhe day well, “We weren't allowed
to oo inside. | remember we had a Sght with the
pro-regime supporfers. Alter the meeting, onc
woman came back owt from the covered parkdng Lok
and started swearing at us, calling ws losers for
opposing the regime,”
That woman was Suszin Akharpowr.
Toro other evewilneses, who aked not o oo
identificd, suid they recalfled Akharpour coming back
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{rcaae Blarcs enbourage as it departed the ares to
scrern insallsat tee anli-regime demonstrators. The
ewenl wascaplured by Imnian-Americnn flm ereas.

& Aklwrpour mever hesitates to change -basic

_\*-I COURT RECOINS [N SAN JOSE IIvesl, Snsan
A

Fiwcss o wer il story when it
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accnsations that Centilliom chairman and co-
founder Elahian was an lsraeli agent, and Aalaci

was “a puppet of an Israeli gfent Secomplice.”
Inarecenteourt ing, Alrsiabis aftorneys pre-
sented & 57-page sworn slalement from o woman
who identified herself 5 a (ormer gidfriend of
Aalsei—and who sdmitied that she

beecomes convenient o do so. As court records | was the troe author of the ¢-mails,
Hefory she med her new husband, | , | nob Afrasiabi. When asked why she
lovr inslance, she went under o dif- | 171 fjﬂj[l JEISE . had eome forward three years after

ferent name; Zebr A, Mashhadi, - |

A January 2002 e-mail sent to |
Lentillivm Communications cm- |
plovess—which Aalaei cites in a |
Lwserid sgfainst Ladan Afrasinbi I

reveal, Susan
- Akbarpour never

i the e-muails were sent (whick Just
- happened 1o be bevond the statute
of limitabions), the woman said she
Bearmed Thal Afrasiabi’s tocnage son
b b bewe sap stressed b the lawsuit

Farandoosh—charges that Akbar- | l'lEE-leF_tCS to i Ehat he drogped oot of school and
jaumenr Toe] Wbesradby sibsout hor past in e | was bospilalised after 3 nenvous
iran. She never received s journad- | Chiange basic facts | vreakdown. =1 was very upsct when
i anwsrre, e she hand cladmed, and . T ! T hemmd thal,” she sid,

Tuer pavrenls never pwned i newspa- ! l:.lt h_l:_"r llf{:" '-?,Ijﬂ‘['}-' Immian-Americans are acutely
e, for wihich she claimed she onoe . { aware of sllempts by the regime in
workedl, “She wone chador and sup- "'in-’ir'hl:'ﬂ it becomes | Telwan 1o infiltrate their comomni-

jearied Khomeini snd 1 lesboliahk
il she bt Dran Crecdy oma tourist |
visar, Sl emczpesd her husband 0f 13
yeirs avncl mod [50c] prosecution. In

Americs, she quickly switched |

convenientto do
s0. Before she

| b and Lo eresde disoord wnd false
| dispules, demondive exile opposi-

Eio o s, ] diseredit defectors
i from the Iranian inteliigenes serv-
1 ik who heve hard information on

Trvam cluadeer Lo mimi=-skict pod from | I]]_Et 1]‘_{:"]_‘ e tranein - government - misdecds.
Khoaminn Loy [Aalsei’s  partoer, | . These eflors were deseribed in
Kamran] Elahian, | challenge her | Usbhand, for | detail W TAS by US. government
g by prodivece sind prind herarti= || . invesligalors und by promizment
cles wrilben o lran  agsinst | ]_]_']_Sta_]-!_!:(:". Ehﬂ Clranian-Americans, who o beliewe
F bl k™ . . thal Akbarpour is doing their eom-
A subssguenl e-mail, dated “-'Ellt UIIdE “a { - mumily 2 disservice.
danuary 30, 2002, claims that @ . [ As o Kerry supporter, Susan
Akbarpourwas fired from herfirst |+ different name: | akbaepour comes with lots of

oy i California “after Mrs
Rarghi discoversd 1hat she had
een o repoerler for the [offieial]
[slamic Hepublic News Agonoy
and meveer bole] heeer™

Meanwhile, Lhe intrigue thickens. Ladan
Alrasiali Farmndoush is berself well-known a5 3
supgrorier of Lhe 1slamic Republic, and has worked
for many years with the Socicty of Tranian
Professionals (o promote the cawse of ttade and
teclmsodogy Livs wilh Tehran She eloims she never
sefl Lhe e-mails—which came from a YVahono
avenunt in the name of AliBers Karimi—and has
vonnter-susd Centillium for defamation. Perhaps
the: most bisrree cliim in the c-mails was repeatsd

Zehra A

Mashhadi.

| hewvy baggage —oot all of which
| will help the Demorratic nomines.
! am an actor in TS polities ™
Akbarpowr boasted in a phone
inlerview, =1 am g fundraiser for all
camdichites whe [islen Lo us and oor coneerns™ The
twn camwlidales Akbarpour said she would *never
help® were President Bush and California T1.5.
Senator INanne Feinstein, boomese both have taken
a no-rnsense approach bo the Iranian rogime.

Kepnetl B Timmerman i the author of Shakedoom:
Exposing  the Beal  Jesse Jackson (Regnery
Pubdishiing) anel, most recently, The French Betrayal
of Ameris (Crown Forasm
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